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Town of Litchfield
 Board of Selectmen
 April 25, 2016
Final  Minutes

 1.0 Convened at 6:30 PM; Salute to Flag; Selectmen present: Mark Russell, Chairman, George Thomson, Rayna Leibowitz.  Staff present: Trudy Lamoreau, Town Manager; Larry Nadeau, Road Comm.; Salena Nadeau, Deputy Clerk; Bryan Lamoreau,
 Transfer Station Manager; Richard Lane RAC; Stan Labbe, Fire Chief, Tina Gowell, Rescue Director; Budget Comm. members: Pat Soboleski, David Blocher, Dan Jenkins, Tom Szepsy, Elton Wade; Jessica Childs, School Comm.; Bill Quackenbush, Solid Waste Comm.; Paul Hempstead, Planning Comm.; Carol and David Smith, Conservation
 Comm./Community Park. Guests present: Jim Hodgkins, RSU#4 Supt., Rep. Randall Greenwood; Kenneth
 Lizotte, Gavin Peck, Vicki Russell, Tim and Renee Lachappelle, Kelly Weissenfels, Ann and Paul Perreault. Chairman Russell clarified an issue that arose at the April 11 meeting and confirmed that video and audio tapings of meetings could be done without restriction.
 2.0 Minutes of the April 11, 2016 meeting were approved on a motion by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3 - 0.
 3.0 Reports and Correspondence 3.1 Town Manager: A. Trudy advised she has been subpoenaed by the Attorney General’s office to testify, probably in May, regarding a fraud case concerning a Litchfield resident.
   B. A resident has filed multiple requests for information under the Freedom of Information Act.
   C. A new Animal Control Officer has been found: Kathleen Ross, who also assists four other towns.  Her telephone number is posted on the front door.
 3.1 Town Manage A. Trudy advised she has been subpoenaed by the Attorney General's office to testify, probably in August, regarding a fraud case concerning a Litchfield resident.
    B. A resident has filed multiple requests for information under the Freedom
 of Information Act.
    C. A new Animal Control Officer has been
 3.2 Code Enforcement Officer: Steve is absent but a Waiver Request he received is under 5.1 on the agenda.
 3.3 Road Commissioner: A. The stone wall on the Libby Road is 23 feet from the center of the road.  The road (width) limit is not known for that road, but Larry knows someone who has researched the road limits and he will try to obtain
 a copy. The suggestion was made by George Thomson that reflectors should be placed on the end of the stone wall.
    B. The sand/salt in the sand shed has been leveled so new sand can be put up
 by the PW crew.
    C. Ditching on the Small Road is scheduled to start tomorrow, weather permitting, as snow is predicted.
    D. An excavator has been rented for the summer to accomplish some of the work planned regarding ditching and culvert replacements.
    E. The trailer that was purchased several years ago has been rehabbed by the PW crew, inspected and will be used to move the excavator to work sites.  The total cost of the work will be provided at th4e next meeting.
    F. The wood cut along the Small Road to allow ditching would normally be given to the abutting landowner, according to past practice.  The abutting landowner in this case is Mark Russell and he offered the wood to the Litchfield
 Community Food Bank to be passed on to one or more clients for the next heating season.  The wood will be stored behind the Town Garage temporarily.
 3.4 Fire & Rescue: A. Chief Labbe advised truck #61 is back in service.
    B. Tina Gowell advised there are now First Responders scheduled to cover Thursday through Sunday, each week, now that we have more trained.
    C. Gardiner will have an Open house next Monday to show off their new ambulance.  Invitations have been forwarded to the Board.
    D. The Fire Dept. has been busy with grass and forest fires with existing conditions.
 3.5 Emergency Management Training for Emergency Sheltering is being planned.
    B. A meeting is being planned with the Regional Communication Center to discuss procedures.  Some problems have been identified and documented.
 3.6 Assessing Agent: The Agent was here two days last week doing field work. See 5.4 on Agenda.
 3.7 Other Town Committees:   The Road Advisory Committee requested getting a price estimate for engineering the Ferrin Road hill that needs work.  The Board agreed they could do so.
 4.0 Agenda Adjustments - None
 5.0 Scheduled Business
 5.1 Woodbury Pond Land Development Road Waiver Request (U13-001) Gavin Peck representing the developer explained the request.  The DEP has requested a 2 to 1 fill slope for part of the access road to minimize environmental impacts to a
 wetland.  The Town requirements are a 3 to 1 slope.  After discussion, the motion was made to approve the waiver by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3 - 0.
 5.2 Carol Smith (Community Park) Carol Smith offered a proposal for access to the Community Park for a safe, off-season walking or horse riding trail.  The proposal includes parking on the Fair parking lot beside the Town Office and
 using the snowmobile trail behind the Town Garage.  By putting some berms and gates in place, there would be no interference with Town Garage operations.  A handout was provided.  After additional discussion, a motion to approve the
 proposal including allowing the Conservation Comm. to purchase materials and allow the building of the trail was made by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3 - 0.  Larry Nadeau has offered to donate his equipment and
 expertise to assist this process.
 5.3 RSU#4 Budget Review/RSU#4 Warrant and Notice of Election:  Supt. Jim Hodgkin provided information and handouts regarding the proposed school budget, reflecting a 1.84% increase.  This will represent about a 1 mil increase for
 Litchfield.  Jessica Childs also spoke in support of the budget and encouraged attendance at the May 25 meeting.  A public meeting will be held at Oak Hill High School on May 25 and voting will occur on June 14.  Rep. Randall Greenwood
 talked about discussions he and other legislators have had with the Dept. of Education regarding school funding.  A Blue Ribbon Commission to address this has been formed and they welcome your input.  It is a very complicated formula
 that changes annually. A warrant and Notice of Election were signed on a motion by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3 - 0.
 5.4 Homestead Exemption: The Board signed the paperwork to go to the State regarding 899 Homestead Exemptions on a motion by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3 - 0.
 5.5 Quit Claim Deed (R06-039C) A motion to sign this quit claim deed as the lien has been satisfied was made by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3 - 0.
 5.6 Sportsmen Club (Liquor License Renewal) Tom Pelletier:  A motion to approve was made by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3 - 0.
 5.7 The Birches (Bingo License Renewal) Andre Poulin: A motion to approve was made by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3 - 0.
 5.8 Municipal Budget Review: The following budget amounts were approved on motions by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3 - 0.
   Account Numbers      Amount
   01-5              $252,335
   05-5                40,800
   07-5               124,700
   08-5                59,200
   09-5                10,000
   10-5                18,000
   14-5                 1,800
   15-5                13,870
   20-5                23,450
   25-5                15,375
   30-5               101,450
   31-5                 2,000
   37-7                15,640
   38-5                 3,200
   40-5               360,300
   43-5               400,000
   45-5                19,650
   50-5                67,951
   56-5                27,889
   58-5                15,850
   60-5                 8,540
   63-6                 7,550
   65-6                21,648
   66-5                20,382
   67-6                 5,681
   68-6                 9,100
   70-6               110,200
   80-6                10,000
   83-6                15,000
   84                   3,000
   85-6                16,135
  255                     600
   93-6                10,000
   95-6
   96-6               335,435
   97-6                33,789
 Appropriation into Fire Dept. Equipment Reserve Account - $35,000
 6.0 Unscheduled Business
 7.0 Legal
 8.0 Appointments and Resignations
   8.1 The following were approved as election clerks on a motion by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3 - 0.  Jennifer Wentzheimer, Diane Clay, Jane Bedard, Peggy Masher, Rebecca Nadeaux, Jessyca Flanders.
   8.2 The following were appointed Deputy Clerk, Registrar of Voters, Tax Collector and Treasurer: Diana Larrabee and Selena Nadeau (Part Time)
 9.0 Warrants
    9.1 Town Voucher  #20 for $24,842.80 approved on a motion by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3 - 0.
    9.2 Town Payroll #21 for $14,876.75 approved on a motion by George Thomson,seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3 - 0.
 10.0 Other Business
 11.0 Selectmen/Public Discussion/Communication
 12.0 Future Agenda Items
    12.1 D. Blocher Property
    12.2 Street Lights
    12.3 Old Mill Road Bridge
    12.4 Gustin Road Bridge/Culvert
 13.0 Adjournment at 10:10 PM.

 Respectfully Submitted
 Rayna Leibowitz
 Board of Selectmen
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