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Town of Litchfield
 Board of Selectmen
 November 23, 2015
Final Minutes

 1.0     Convened at 6:30 PM; Pledge to Flag: Selectmen Present: Chairman, Mark Russell, Rayna Leibowitz, George Thomson.  Staff Present: Trudy Lamoreau, Town Manager; Steve Ochmanski, CEO, LPI,; Larry Nadeau II, RC and PW Foreman; Bruce Slattery, EMA Director, Carol and David Smith, David Larrabee, Sharon Thibeault of the Conservation Commission, Richard Lane, RAC; Dan Jenkins, Budget Comm.
         Guests Present: Dawn Mills, resident
 2.0     Minutes of the following meetings were submitted for final approval.  October 6, 2015, November 5, 2015 and November 9, 2015. A motion to approve each of them as drafted was made by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3 - 0.
 3.0     Reports and Correspondence
         3.1 Town Manager - All comments will be included in discussion of agenda items below.
         3.2 Code Officer/Plumbing Inspector - The Building Permit Log for October was provided.  11 permits were issued for buildings. Owner-valued at $857,500.00.
         3.3 Road Commissioner - Larry advised the PW crew sanded and salted the roads this morning because of the light snow.  Two proposed driveways were inspected. An additional employee with welding skills has been identified.  This will be useful to have in the garage as equipment often needs repairs and products are fabricated to save money. South Adams and the John Tarr Roads have been paved as contracted with Crooker.  The work was inspected and found to be satisfactory.
         3.4 Fire and Rescue Fire Dept. Reports for August - 6 calls, 2 for MTA.  FD Reports for September -8 calls, 1 for MTA.  First Responder reports were not available.
         3.5 Emergency Management - Bruce reported the antenna on Oak Hill was replaced.  It was found to be in worse condition than expected.  The final cost was $200 less than quoted at $4,345.
         3.6 Assessing Agent - Ellery is expected back on Dec. 3.
         3.7 Other Town Committees - None reporting.
 4.0     Agenda Adjustments
 5.0     Scheduled Business
         5.1 6:45 Public Hearing (Junk Yard Permits) The Chairman opened the Public Hearing to receive comments regarding permit applications from Franklin Lane at 698 Richmond Road and Gerald Kenney at 1062 Plains Road.  There were no comments in opposition to approving the permits.  The Public Hearing closed.  A motion was made by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz to approve and issue the requested permits.  Voted - 3 - 0.
        5.2 One Ton Truck Bids - The high bidder when the bids were opened has withdrawn his bid.  The second highest bidder was Rodney Bryant with a bid of $1,212.12.  He was contacted, his bid stands, and he will remove the truck by 12/3/15 (he was out of state when contacted) if accepted.  A motion was made by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz to accept the bid of $1,212.12 by Rodney Bryant and approve removal by 12/3/15.  Voted - 3 - 0.
         5.3 Carol Smith re: Community Park - Representatives from the Conservation Commission were present and submitted a document providing some historical background and requesting discussion regarding the following items:
             A. Legal Counsel after receipt of the police report - the police report did not contain sufficient information to provide a basis for a likely legal action.
              B. Alternative Entrance - the only vehicle entrance identified as existing is from the Hallowell Road along the north side of the pit area during summer operating hours.  There also appears to be no other vehicle access which is feasible to develop.  Walking and horseback access can be from the parking lot of the Litchfield Farmers Club if permission is obtained from that organization.  Care needs to be exercised to keep vehicles, pedestrians and horses from the vicinity of the Town Garage and PW working areas, for safety considerations.  There was discussion about the desirability of the operating hours of the park (unlocked gate) being the same as Woodbury Pond Park.
              C. Possible cost of barrier fence - The Chairman advised prices quoted for the desired fence are $30,000 to $40,000.  A suggestion was made to plant evergreen trees to create a natural barrier.  While it might not be an immediate solution, it would eventually fill in. A motion was made by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz, to approve the Conservation Commission’ request to develop a walking (and horseback) trail into the Community Park area if allowed by the Litchfield Farmers Club.  Voted 3 - 0.  A motion was made by Mark Russell, seconded by George Thomson, to allow the Conservation Commission to develop a roadway and parking area in the north side of the proposed park. Voted 3 - 0.    The Board was advised the pond at the Community Park has been named Crystal Pond from invited recommendations from residents.  The winning name was submitted by Cadence Lerch.
         5.4 Dawn Mills (CMP Easement and ROW Lease) - Ms. Mills is building a home on land off the Lunts Hill Road requiring placement of a CMP pole guy wire on Town property.  A motion was made by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz, to approve the granting of an easement to place a pole guy wire on Town owned property to serve Ms. Mills and authorize the Town Manager to sign the Easement.  Voted 3 - 0.  There was additional discussion regarding the existing 25 year lease right of way in Ms. Mills’ father’s name that does not meet her lending institution’s standards.  She was asked to identify if a 99 year lease would meet the requirements or if they required a deeded right of way.  If her mother will transfer the lease to Ms. Mills, the BOS can discuss a longer lease.  A deeded action might require a Town Meeting vote but could be discussed further.
         5.5 GA Appendix (A-C) - Discussion was held regarding the proposed General Assistance Appendices and a motion was made by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz, to approve the appendices (A-C) as proposed.  Voted 3 - 0.
 9.0     Warrants
         9.1 Town Voucher # 10 for $46,725.09 A motion was made by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz, to approve the Town Voucher #10 as proposed.  Voted 3 - 0.
         9.2 Town Payroll # 10 for $15,415.25 A motion was made by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz, to approve the Town Payroll #10 as proposed.  Voted 3 - 0.
 11.0    Selectmen/Public Discussion/ Communication -
   	Don Jenkins, Budget Committee, advised the Budget Committee has invited the department heads to outline anticipated large purchases and projects over $5,000 for projected Capital Improvements for both reserved funds and annual budget consideration.
 12.0    Future Agenda Items
         12.1 D. Blocher Property
         12.2 Street Lights
         12.3 Dangerous Intersections
         12.4 Old Mill Road Bridge
         12.5 Gustin Road Bridge/Culvert
         12.6 Ferrin Road Bridge/Culvert
         12.7 Simone Gagnon Adjustment for Homestead Exemption Error
 13.0    Adjournment at 8:12 PM

 Respectfully Submitted,

 Rayna Leibowitz
 Board of Selectmen
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