Minutes of the Selectmen’s Meetings

August 24, 2010

1.0 Meeting convened by Chair Kevin Doyle at 6:30 PM. Pledge to flag.

Selectmen present: Kevin Doyle, Doug Read, and Rayna Leibowitz.
Staff present: Michael G Byron, Town Manager: Ron Ridley, P.W. Foreman
Guests present:    
Muriel Bonin

Mary Peters






Jeff Peters

Bill Penfold





Cindy Merry

Leroy Merry




Glen Ridley

2.0 Kevin Doyle moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to approve minutes of August 10, 2010 as written.

4.1 Town Manager Reported that:

(a) On September 1st at 9 am at the Town Office, Randa Veilleux, MMAA will review the Town’s FY ’11 P & C insurance coverages.

(b) Also on September 1st at 6PM, the Board of Assessors and the Assessor’s Agent will meet to review possible assessing adjustments to waterfront parcels.

(c) On September 13th at 6PM, there will be a “Tri-Town” meeting at the Litchfield Town Office to discuss “sharing” Public Works services.
(d) On September 22nd at 6PM, facilitated by KVCOG, there will be a joint meeting of the Select and Planning Boards, along with representatives from the Conservation Commission, Smithfield Plantation and the Historical Society to consider the “updating” of the Town’s now ten year old Comprehensive Plan.

(e) On October 6th, MMA Insurance will represent the Town at a “mandatory mediation conference” regarding a workman compensation claim.

(f) ACO Marty ford had inspected the recently constructed kennel (in the Ferrin Road neighborhood), and found it to be secure to contain the “dangerous dogs” referred to in Mary Schneckenberger’s July 25th letter to the Board of Selectmen (see Attachment# 1).  The Manager was asked to convey the ACO’s kennel assessment to Ms. Schneckenburger.
4.6 Public works foreman Ron Ridley said that:

(a) The Buker Rd. is about ready for paving except for 3 road surface “depressions” where the pavement must be cut away so that the base can be heightened.

(b) About 1,700 yards of sand (at about a 25:1 sand/salt mix) is now in the shed.

(c) The backhoe is still overheating when driven on the road.

5.1 “On the Table”- adequacy of U.S. Cellular’s tower “removal” performance bond.

(a) Rayna Leibowitz moved/Kevin Doyle seconded (passed 3-0) to follow Town Attorney Cliff Goodall’s recommendation to comply with the telecommunication ordinance, that the bond must be “irrevocable,” and in the amount of $35K to fund today’s $20K removal costs over the 30 year lease (using an annual 3% CPI factor).
(b) The Manager will relay the Board’s required bond amendments (referred to in 5.1 (a) above) to U.S. Cellular’s “site” consultant.

5.2 Selectmen Doug Read and the Manager reviewed M.T.A.’s “concept” plans for re-decking the Academy Road bridge and repairing the Rt. 197 deck, including the proposed complete closure of each bridge during construction.
(a) Board concerns were expressed about the traffic impact of closing the bridges, especially, the more heavily used Rt. 197 bridge.

(b) As the M.T.A. is only in the early planning phase, there will be a follow-up meeting with the Board and representatives from Fire & Rescue and R.S.U. 4.

5.3 “On the Table”- Jeff Peters/Leroy Merry dock “issue.”

(a) Jeff Peters contends that by using two surveys of his land (dated 12/1/80 and 9/29/06) along with a MDOT survey, a surveyor’s pin establishes the eastern boundary of the Town’s tax-acquired parcel on Sand Pond; and, therefore, a survey of the Town’s land is not necessary.

(b) Roger Ouellette, who owns the nearby restaurant, said that when Brian Smith finishes a survey of his property, he will provide a copy to the C.E.O.
(c) Kevin Doyle moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to leave the matter “on the table,” pending the receipt and review of the Ouellette survey.

(d) Board consensus that if it turns out that Mr. Merry’s dock is on Town land, it must be removed.

5.4 Peacepipe Beaches quit claim deed.

(a) On behalf of the 11 grantees whose $67K purchase bid had been accepted by the Board, grantee Bill Penfold presented a bank check for $53K, the balance due on the sale.

(b) The sale of the Beaches was closed “in escrow,” pending Mr. Penfold obtaining the signatures and social security numbers of all 11 grantees in order to complete the Real Estate Transfer Tax Declaration.

(c) Rayna Leibowitz moved/Doug Read seconded (passed 3-0) to have Attorney Cliff Goodall to consult with Mr. Penfold’s attorney to amend the quitclaim deed language, if necessary to allow for “inheritance” of his 1/11th interest.
5.5 Doug Read moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to approve MMA’s “Agreed Value” insurance coverages for six of the Fire Department’s vehicles for a total additional premium of $1,699 (see Attachment # 2).
5.6 Doug Read moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to charge the Fire Department $914.00 for the Public Works Department’s restoration of Cal Brown’ land, after the dry hydrant was repaired (see Attachment # 3).

Kevin Doyle moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to approve/sign:

9.1 Town Voucher # 4 for $18,399.94: and

9.2 Town Payroll #4 for $14,216.54.

10.0 Other Business:  Following discussion of the pending Marzilli abatement appeal BAR hearing, Doug Read moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to ask Attorney William Dale to represent the Town’s Assessors’ Agent at the hearing.

13.0 Meeting adjourned at 7:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted

Michael G Byron

Secretary
