Minutes of the Selectmen’s Meeting

December 27, 2012

1.0 Meeting convened by Chair Doug Read at 6:30 PM.  Pledge to flag.

Selectmen present: Doug Read, Rayna Leibowitz, and George Thomson

Staff present: Michael G Byron, Town Manager

Guests present:    Janine Skoniecki
  Fred Skoniecki       Eric Seaman

2.0 Rayna Leibowitz moved/George Thomson seconded (passed 3-0) to accept the minutes of December 13, 2011 as written.

4.1 Town Manager reported that:
(a) The Lunts Hill Rd. CMP proposed pole site, as requested by the Board, was relocated about 18” back from the pavement.

(b) Colin Giandrea was recently hired as the P.W.D.’s “call-in” snowplow driver.  Colin, who lives in Gardiner within the required 20 minute call-in travel time, was a seasonal driver for the Gardiner P.W.D. for 14 years.

(c) As requested by the Board, Town Attorney Cliff Goodall is handling David Cullen’s recent 2010-2011 “permit” F.O.A.A request.
(d) The Manager is making an arrangement with Augusta City Manager Bill Bridgeo to “borrow” Scott Kenoyer, Manager of that City’s Central Garage, to assist the Road Commissioner and the P.W.D. Foreman Ron Ridley to workup a five year C.I.P. for Litchfield’s plow trucks and other P.W.D. equipment.

5.1 Board discuss possible repurchase agreement of foreclosed property on Map R03 Lot 088A; and issuing a building permit for a “rental” mobile home to be placed on the property.

(a) The mobile home’s proposed monthly rent of $200.00 would be used to amortize the Repurchase Agreement.  The C.E.O. requested an opinion from MMA’s Legal Department as to the issuance of a building permit on foreclosed property; the opinion said, in part: “… the family’s permit application raises a number of legal issues that warrant careful consideration…”
(b) With some $15.5 K in unpaid real estate taxes plus imputed interest, and with only $200.00/month to amortize this amount, after 24 months (Board policy on the maximum time to pay off unpaid taxes), there would be an approximate $12.9K “balloon” payment.
(c) George Thomson moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to: not approve the agreement as structured; but would consider within the next 60 days, a proposal to fully amortize the unpaid taxes over no more than 24 months.  If this “counter proposal” proves to be financially infeasible for the former property owner, then the Town’s only other option would be to put the property up for auction.
5.2 Rayna Leibowitz moved/George Thomson seconded (passed 3-0) to sign Kennebec County’s Revised 2011 Hazard Mitigation Plan.

5.3 George Thomson moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to authorize the Manager to sign (“retroactively” to December 19, 2011) Purdy Power’s “Management Representation” letter.

5.4 Michael Kane: “Concerns” with Dan Bernier’s home being constructed on Peacepipe Drive.

(a) Mr. Kane requested that the “history” of the permitting of the subject home (including the Law Court’s decision that Mr. Bernier’s sub surface waste water system was deemed to be a “structure” at the time) be incorporated “by reference” as an attachment to the Board minutes.

(b) The Manager will ask Steve Ochmanski, the C.E.O., to write up the requested “history.”

5.5 Janine Skoniecki: Is the Town interested in acquiring her 3 parcels on the Richmond Road (see Attachment #1-Tax Map, highlighting the three parcels; and a property Valuation Report on each parcel).: after discussion, the Board’s consensus was that there was no “compelling” reason for the Town to consider acquiring these properties at “fair market value.”
6.0 Unscheduled Business:

6.1 Recent Fire Department/M.T.A. meeting, attended by Rayna Leibowitz:

(a) In responding to a “callout” on the Turnpike, the Town’s insurance policy covers Fire & Rescue personnel using their P.O.V.’s until the “emergency” is declared over, after which time, the P.O.V’s insurance policy is “in play.”

(b) A “regional” meeting will be scheduled to discuss Fire & Rescue “access” to emergencies on the turnpike.

(c) Board raised the question as to Litchfield’s “legal” responsibility to respond to “call outs” on the turnpike, given the historically large amounts of “bad debt” charge offs to the Town..

6.2 Rayna Leibowitz referenced a recent newspaper article describing Skowhegan’s P.W.D. using “Ice-Begone,” a vegetable-based road de-icer.

George Thomson moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to approve/sign:

9.1 Town Voucher #12 for $31,402.18; and
9.2 Town Payroll #13 for $17,862.59.  Note: as yesterday (Monday) was a holiday, the payroll won’t be available for signatures until tomorrow (Wednesday).
5.6 Note: this agenda item was taken out of order. At 7:50 PM, Rayna Leibowitz moved/George Thomson seconded  (passed 3-0) pursuant to 1M.R.S.A. § 405 (6) (E), to enter into executive session to discuss a legal matter.  At 8:07 PM, Chair Doug Read declared that the executive session had ended, and the Board returned to its public session to discuss Town Attorney Seth Goodall’s December 21, 2011 letter concerning “Protection from Harassment.” (“PFH”) relative to an individual in town who has been, on occasion  both verbally abusive (to the front office staff), and physically threatening (to the Transfer Station attendant).
(a) George Thomson moved/Doug Read seconded (passed 3-0) to, as permitted by    ordinance, suspend this individual’s Transfer Station permit for calendar year 2012, and pursue a “PFH” order.

(b) Rayna Leibowitz moved/Doug Read seconded (passed 3-0) to amend the motion to also include pursuing criminal charges, if legally feasible.
(c) George Thomson moved/Doug Read seconded (passed 3-0) the amended motion.

13.0 Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Michael G Byron

Secretary
