Minutes of the Selectmen’s Meeting 
January 24, 2012

1.0 Chair Doug Read convened the meeting at 6:30 PM.  Pledge to flag.

Selectmen present: Doug Read, Rayna Leibowitz, and George Thomson

Staff present: Michael G Byron, Town Manager

Guests present:
 Pat Soboleski

Joan Thomas


Declan Doyle

Anne Davis

J B

2.0 George Thomson moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to accept the minutes of January 10, 2012 as written.
4.1 Town Manager Reported that:

(a) The David Larrabee/ Robin Redmond survey “findings” meeting with the Board, which was originally scheduled for January 12th, but was cancelled (snow storm), needed to be rescheduled for either January 25th (Wed.) or January 26th (Thurs).  Board consensus to meet on January 28th.

(b) This Thursday, starting at 10 AM, David Cullen will be at the Town Office, pursuant to his FOAA request, to review approximately 150 building permits issued by the C.E.O. during calendar years 2010 and 2011.  Town Attorney Cliff Goodall and Chair Doug Read will be present during the first hour; and Deputy Clerk Becky Lamoreau will “monitor” the entire time it takes Mr. Cullen to inspect the documents, making copies as requested.

(c) Last Thursday, under the State “workfare” program, a G.A. client spent about 4 ½ hours at the Town Office, making about 200 “courtesy” phone calls to area dog owners, reminding them that a late registration fee of $25.00 starts as of February 1st.

(d) On February 1 (Wednesday), starting at 6PM here at the Town Office, the Litchfield B.A.R. will hear two tax abatement requests (denied by the Board of Assessors) from Ina Small and Delmar Small/Teague Morris, both requests based upon Conservation easements.
(e) David Smith, 23 Haley Lane, stopped by, inquiring as to the status of M.T.A.’s decision to close the Lunts Hill Road bridge.  The Manager forwarded the inquiry, via e-mail, to M.T.A.’s Director, Peter Mills.
(f) Joan Thomas, RSU4 Board member, said that the Board voted, as part of a facilities reorganization plan, not to close the Libby-Tozier school.

5.1 Anne Davis, Director of the Gardiner Public Library, reviewed the library’s current operation budget of $295,144 (which excludes employees’ benefits as well as building improvements), and, based on percentage of circulation and other adjustments, how Litchfield’s FY ’13 library services fee of $18,109 was calculated.
In addition, using a handout (see Attachment # 1) Ms. Davis said that if Litchfield’s 363 of “identifiable households” were charged a $65.00 non-resident fee , FY ’13 fees would total $23,595 compared to the “percentage of circulation” charge of $18,109, a savings of $5,486.
5.2 Board discuss whether to develop an ordinance to regulate the possession, use and sale of “consumer” fireworks recently legalized (January 1, 2012) by State statute.

(a) General discussion included: vendors should be licensed; and firework “events” should be permitted

(b) It should be noted that CEO, Steve Ochmanski has asked both MMA Legal and KVCOG for advice on crafting a local ordinance.

5.3 Rayna Leibowitz moved/George Thomson seconded (passed 3-0) to set June 16, 2012 as Litchfield’s Annual Town Meeting date.

5.4 As his Eagle Scout Project, Declan Doyle, Troop 698, described for the Board a metal “lockbox” to be installed inside the front of the Town Office, with an “outside” slot for citizens to deposit transactions when the office is closed.

(a) Selectmen George Thomson volunteered to assist Declan on the project.

(b) The Manager recommended that Declan meet with building inspector to locate the studs in the wall where the lockbox slot will be located.

Rayna Leibowitz moved/George Thomson seconded (passed 3-0) to sign/approve:

9.1 Town Voucher #14 for $69,425.96; and,

9.2 Town Payroll #15 for $16,782.62 .

10.0 Other Business: as an F.Y.I., Rayna Leibowitz said that the Food Bank’s new generator has been installed.

13.0 Meeting adjourned at 7:40 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Michael G Byron
