Minutes of the Selectmen’s Meeting
May 8, 2012

1.0 Chair Doug Read convened meeting at 6:30 PM.  Pledge to flag.

Selectmen present: Doug Read, Rayna Leibowitz, and George Thomson

Staff present: Michael G Byron, Town Manager

Guests present:
Bill Quackenbush
Clarence Gowell

Dawn Pallis

Larry Gowell

Wayne A Perkins Jr

Mike Seaman

Diane Berube

Robert R Hopkins

Kevin Buckmore
Larry Nadeau

Stan Labbe

Nelly Gamage

Daryl Ellis

Chadd Hill

Mark Russell

2.0 Rayna Leibowitz moved/George Thomson seconded (passed 3-0) to accept minutes of April 24, 2012 as written.

4.1 Town Manager Reported that:
(a) On April 26, Dolores Daoust, Gardiner Ambulance Service, Trudy Lamoreau, Lezley Sturtevant, and the Manager met at the Town Office to coordinate “patient” information to enhance the collectability of patient invoices.

(b) He has received several phone calls from Attorney Seth Goodall for answers to “discovery” questions concerning Town maintenance of the Perkins road, raised by Mr. Richard’s attorney.

(c) On May 1st, Beth Nagusky, Rayna Leibowitz, and the Manager had a follow-up meeting with Bo Jespersen, owner of “The Breathable Home,” his Office Manager, Nadine, energy auditor Gerry Smith, and Steve Ochmanski, Code Enforcement Officer, to further develop the parameters of Mr. Jespersen’s residential “Efficiency Trust” based Energy Audit proposal for Litchfield.

4.2 C.E.O.:  In the “excused” absence of the C.E.O., the Manager presented the C.E.O.’s April 2012 permit log, reflecting total estimated construction values of $125,000 (see Attachment # 1)

4.5 P.W.D.: On behalf of Foreman Ron Ridley, the Manager reported that:
(a) The Foreman had “surveyed” the P.W.D.s of Monmouth and Sabattus, with both Towns employing 5 full time crews, plus winter call-in drivers, to plow 55 to 60 road miles, compared to Litchfield’s 50 road miles plowed by our 3 man crew plus one “call-in” driver.
(b) The crew has replaced several “rollers” and the belt on the “screen,” which will be used shortly to screen both gravel and winter sand in the Town’s pit.

5.1 Tabled from the April 24, 2012 Board meeting Clarence Gowell Sr.: Abandoned foreclosed (March 12, 2010) mobile home on one of his lots, R03-006 on 4 (17): After discussion, Rayna Leibowitz moved/George Thomson seconded (passed 3-0) to have the Manager place a legal ad, soliciting sealed bids on the mobile home, with the condition that the winning bidder must remove the home from Mr. Gowell’s “pad.”
5.2 Dawn Pallis: Abandoned foreclosed manufactured unit on R10-022 on 1:

(a)       Note: at the meeting, Ms. Pallis, as previously requested by the Manager, hand delivered recently received Clyde McInnis’s probate documents.

(b) Further action on the disposition of the foreclosed mobile home will be tabled pending determination of the owner of parcel R10-022 on 1, and having him/her “signing off” on the Board’s recommended disposition of the mobile home. (Note: George Thomson will abstain from the Board’s vote on this matter, as he, an abutter to the subject property, is talking to the late Clyde McInnis’ brother about purchasing some of the McInnis’s land).
(c) Relative to 5.2 (b) above, one of the disposition options discussed was a “controlled burn” of the building by the Fire Department, as a “water shuttle” training exercise.
5.3
Diane Berube:
Town owned parcel 76 Map U28 (see Attachment # 2) which abuts her brother’s (George & David Hopkins) parcel 77 (Peacepipe Drive).

(a)       It was noted that, without an ownership interest in parcel 77, Ms. Berube has no “standing” to request the board to take “action” on parcel 76.

(b)
Ms. Berube recounted that her late father, Robert Hopkins, had met, in the early ‘80’s, with then town Manager Richard Smith about his concern if Litchfield sold parcel 76, which “penetrates” into parcel 77.  Reportedly, Manager Smith said “not to worry” and tore up the property card.  Note: the Manager said that the card had been recently located in another file.

(c)
Attendee Mark Russell commented that “the Board should honor a former official’s intent.”

(d)
Board consensus: further research should be done into Parker Lake Shores subdivision plan as to the “intent” of the “carve out” of parcel 76, which apparently was to be used to construct a “common” well.
5.4
George Thomson moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to sign Meadow’s Golf Club’s liquor license renewal.

5.5
George Thomson moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to sign the Town Warrant “outside” of the meeting.

8.1
Rayna Leibowitz moved/Doug Read seconded (passed 3-0) to sign Timothy Tracy’s “corrected” appointment as an associate (not alternate) member of the Conservation Commission.

8.2
George Thomson moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to re-appoint Stan Labbe as fire Chief for a 3 year term expiring June 30, 2015.

8.3
George Thomson moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to re-appoint Patricia Soboleski, Barbara Rolfe and Rochelle LeBel as Election Clerks
8.4
George Thomson moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to appoint Jennifer Wentzheimer as election clerk
George Thomson moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to approve/sign:
9.1 Town Voucher #20 for $363,355.63; and,

9.2 Town Payroll #22 for $13,628.55.

11.0 Selectmen/Public Discussion/Communication:

(a) Concerning RSU 4’s Superintendent’s recent survey, one option of which was to close the Libby-Tozier and Sabattus Primary Schools, with a projected $342,000 of “avoided” O & M costs seemed to be “fuzzy” math.

(b) General discussion as to why the Sabattus School Board member votes should be able to “outweigh” Wales and Litchfield’s total votes.

12.0 George Thomson/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to adjourn at 7:50 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael G Byron

Secretary

