Minutes of the Selectmen
June 26, 2012

1.0 a) George Thomson convened meeting at 6:30 PM. Pledge to flag.

b) George Thomson moved/Mark Russell seconded (passed 2-0-1, with Rayna Leibowitz abstaining) to appoint Rayna Leibowitz as Chair for FY ’13.

Selectmen present: Rayna Leibowitz, George Thomson and Mark Russell

Staff present: Michael G Byron, Town Manager, Ron Ridley, Public Works Foreman
Guests present: 
Bill Penfold

Pat Soboleski

Bob Hopkins

Diane Berube

Larry Nadeau

2.0 George Thomson moved/ Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 2-0-1, with Mark Russell, who was not a Board member on June 12th, abstaining) to accept the minutes of June 12, 2012 as written.

4.1 Town Manager Reported that:

a) On June 27th, starting at 7PM at the Town Office, Beth Nagusky and Rayna Leibowitz will facilitate an Efficiency Maine residential Weatherization workshop.

b) On June 20th, the Litchfield B.A.R., assisted by Attorney Bill Dale, “heard” Richard Johnson’s $141,408 abatement request, based on his April 1, 2011 assessment.  A partial abatement of $28,000 was granted.

c) A check for $1,500 was recently received from Donald Richards, representing the fine imposed as part of Mr. Richards’ “retaining wall” mediated settlement.

d) In a letter dated June 21, 2012, Gardiner Ambulance has further reduced its FY ’13 operating budget, and has credited $3,983.33 against Litchfield’s $16,262 contract for services (see Attachment # 1).
e) Dan Boutin’s attorney Matthew Mastrogiacomo, by way of a letter dated June 14th, has served an eviction notice both to Crystal Eirbe, 205 Huntington Hill Road, and to the Town of Litchfield, owner through foreclosure of Ms. Eirbe’s mobile home (which is sited on Mr. Boutin’s parcel).  In order to avoid legal costs, Attorney Mastrogiacomo has recommended that the Town place a legal ad, soliciting bids for the mobile home, so that Mr. Boutin can “deal with” a new owner.  The ad will run in this Saturday’s K.J.
f) Cory Newendyke’s December 2011 outstanding $500.00 invoice (for “knocking down,” at the request of the Fire Department, the remains of a “smoldering” structure) has been “worked on” by Office Manager Trudy Lamoreau, attempting to contact the former homeowner’s insurance company State Farm.

(i) Mark Russell moved/George Thomson seconded (passed 3-0) to pay Mr. Newendyke’s $500 invoice, and to contact the State’s Insurance Bureau on this matter.

(ii) Note: On July 9th, the office received a $500 check from State Farm.

g) Following up on Assessor’s Agent Jim Murphy’s request, the Board’s consensus was to meet on July 18th (Wednesday), starting at 5 PM to review Mr. Murphy’s “findings” and recommendations relative to the Pat Dow “listed and measured” structure data, which has been inputted into the TRIO assessing module.
4.3 Fire and Rescue: Chief Stan Labbe said that Fire and Rescues June 2012 “activity” report would be available at the July 10th Board meeting.

4.6 P.W.D Foreman Ron Ridley reviewed:
a) Although posted at the time, a heavy truck traveled a number of times over the lower section of the Dead River Road, breaking up the pavement.  The permanent “fix” (which must be done before snowplowing season) will include “reclaiming” some 510’ of this road at an approximate cost of $20,000 to $30,000.

b) The snowplow “wheeler” specs are being drawn up, preparatory to soliciting bids.

c) The recent major washout on Whippoorwill Road (next to the cross-culvert by the entrance to the Park), and the remedial work done by Public works and Cory Newendyke and his excavator.

d) Rhino Crack Sealer’s estimate to seal the 1/8” and larger cracks on about 7,000’ of Huntington Hill Road from Rt 197 to the Meadows Golf Club.  Former Deputy Road Commissioner Glen Ridley had asked for the estimate as an “add on” when the vendor was chosen by the Board two years ago to crack seal three of the Town’s recently paved roads.  At the suggestion of new Board member Mark Russell, the Board’s consensus was to have the Road Commissioner and the Public Works Foreman look for another contractor who is able to meet Rhino’s specs.

5.1 Mark Russell moved/George Thomson seconded (passed 3-0) to authorize the Manager to sign (retroactivity to June 18th) a Bill of Sale for the mobile home located on Map R03 Lot 006 on 4 (17) to Clarence Gowell Sr (see Attachment # 2).
5.2 George Thomson moved/Mark Russell seconded (passed 3-0) to authorize the Manager to sign Purdy Powers & Co’s June 11, 2012 Engagement Letter for the June 30, 2012 Audit.

5.3 Mark Russell moved/George Thomson seconded (passed 3-0) to authorize the Manager to sign Winthrop Co.’s fixed price ($3.042/gal) #2 Heating Oil contract, running from July 1, 2012 through May 31, 2013.
5.4 George Thomson moved/Rayna Leibowitz seconded (passed 3-0) to sign a quit-claim deed for property located on Map U08, Lot 018.
5.5 Mark Russell moved/George Thomson seconded (passed 3-0) to authorize the Manager to sign Robin Redmond’s $640.00 contract to survey/draft a legal description on the Town-owned parcel to be conveyed to John Coelho.

5.6 George Thomson moved/Mark Russell seconded (passed 3-0) to sign the “revised” G.A. Ordinance Appendices A, B, & C.

5.7 Rayna Leibowitz: Board “reconsider” its June 12, 2012 vote to solicit sealed bids on Town-owned Parcel 76 on Map U 28.

(a) The Manager reviewed his discussion with MMA/Legal on this matter- that is, as only Rayna Leibowitz and George Thomson of the current Board voted on this item at the June 12th meeting, only they may vote to reconsider.
(b) George Thomson said that he believed that the June 12th vote should “stand”.

(c) Rayna Leibowitz did not make a motion to reconsider.

(d) After discussion, the two abutters to parcel 76, Bill Penfold and the Hopkins brothers, represented by their letter assigning “agency” status in this matter to their sister, Diane Berube, indicated that they may submit a “joint” bid for parcel 76.
5.8 At the Manager’s recommendation, the Board supported establishing a Litchfield Road Committee to, among other tasks, assess the condition of the town roads, and prioritize an annual repaving schedule.

8.0 George Thomson moved/Mark Russell seconded (passed 3-0) to cast one vote for the following appointments : 
8.1
Delmar Small- 3 yr. Associate Conservation Commission

 

8.2
Nelly Gamage and Elaine Carpenter- 3 yr. Conservation Commission

8.3
Patricia Soboleski and Mary Stoddard- 3 yr. Seniors Advisory     Committee

8.4
Christine Stenberg- 3 yr. Historical Preservation Commission

8.5
Janet Pence- 2 yr. Election Clerk

George Thomson moved/Mark Russell seconded (passed 3-0) to approve/sign:

9.1 Town Voucher #24 for $44,189.78: and

9.2 Town Payroll #26 for $35,019.22.
10.0    Other Business:

(a)
Rayna Leibowitz said that she noticed several tombstones had fallen down in the True Cemetery, and wondered if any cemetery “sub-account” funds might be available to fix these tombstones.  The Manager will follow up.
(b)
Mark Russell asked how Town Attorney Cliff Goodall was selected to be the Town Meeting Moderator.  The Manager replied that the Board, through former Chair Doug Read, asked him to inquire as to Mr. Goodall’s availability to serve as moderator.

(c)
Mark Russell also asked why Mr. Goodall did not use the “moderator’s manual” of rules and procedures.  The Manager replied that Mr. Goodall provided copies at the Town Meeting of the rules and procedures he uses, which the voters accepted.

13.0
Chair declared the meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM

Respectfully submitted

Michael G Byron

Secretary
