Board of Selectmen
November 25, 2013
Final Minutes

1.0     Convened at 6:30 PM; Pledge to Flag: 

Selectmen Present: George Thomson, Chairman, Mark Russell, Rayna Leibowitz.

 Staff Present: Trudy Lamoreau, Acting Town Manager, Steve Ochmanski, CEO, Plumbing Inspector, Acting Road Commissioner:             

Guests Present: 

 Pat Soboleski

 Richard Lane

 Isiah Thibodeau


Aidan Shannon 

 Kyle Field

 Jeremiah Childs
 Heath Woodsum 
Brandon Loveland
 Matthew Kronstrand
 Justin Garand

 Travis Nadeau
Hayden Rodrigue
 Robbze-Dee Shaky
 Linda Howard
 
 Tina Gowell
Michelle Dunn

 Stan Labbe

 Jim Nault

 Dawn Pallis


David Kronstrand
 Patulne Shawnee
 Rebecca Finland
 Russell Roy
Jessica Childs

 James MacInnes
 Tessie Elwell

 Kevin Gowell, Sr.

2.0     Minutes of meetings for November 7 and 11 submitted for final approval.  A motion was made by Mark Russell, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz for approval of both minutes and voted 3 - 0.

3.0     Agenda Adjustments

4.0     Reports and Correspondence     
4.1 Acting Town Manager
                A. The roof project on the Town Office started today.
                B. The Public Works Dept has a fourth driver, Darryl Vannah.
                C. E-mails have been sent to CMP regarding the street lights.
                D. The Town Office was closed Nov. 20 for training.  It was a good class, good to have everyone take it and there were no identified problems with the closure.  No complaints about it at all.
                E. The staff requested permission to close the office on Dec 19 from Noon on to have the Christmas Party.  They will use vacation time.  They would like to close at noon on Dec. 24th and at 3:00 PM and on December 31st.  They will be closed New Years Day but open on January 2nd.  A motion was made by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz to approve the above schedule.  Vote 3 - 0.
                F. An unscheduled pit inspection was made on Nov. 14 by MSHA. We have received a $100 fine for 1 berm not put in and 1 berm not high enough.  Both were corrected the same day.
                G. Discussion of potential property the town might offer for sale.  There has not been many foreclosed lots sold in the past several years.  The town could benefit from the sale and returning these properties to tax-paying status.  An effort will be made to identify properties that might be considered.


4.2 Code Officer/Plumbing Inspector/Acting Road Commissioner
                A. Discussion of procedures for plowing and sanding decisions as Steve does not live nearby.  It was decided that Trudy would be involved in the decisions as the local point of contact.
                B. Pipeline Repair Project through Cobbossee Stream was done in 8 hours.  There were no problems.
                C. Road Advisory Committee, an implementing meeting is being scheduled for the week of December 16th.


4.3 Fire and Rescue
                A. Discussion of burning the Town owned mobile home (obtained through foreclosure) on the Pine Tree Road by the Fire Department for a training session.  The environmental assessment done verified no lead or asbestos was present.  The representatives for the property, Dawn Pallis and Jim MacInnes were present and have signed an authorization for access to do this.  There are two fuel tanks in the basement.  Discussion included Public Works employees removing the tanks by making the openings necessary to do it.  Once burned, the steel frame will be offered for removal and the debris will be disposed of in the cellar hole and the hole will be capped with gravel from the MacInnis property at the representatives suggestion.  The agreement will be modified to reflect this as well.  A motion to approve the Board of Selectmen signing the  revised permission agreement to burn the structure, do the clean up and debris burying on site was made by Mark Russell, seconded by George Thomson and voted, 3-0.
                B. Tina Gowell advised the grant request for a Tough Books computer was not successful.  The City of Gardiner’s Chief Markowski has provided a used one on loan (indefinite period) so our Fires Responders can better interface with the Gardiner Ambulance.  This will enable our Rescue personnel to contact them directly and cancel the Gardiner Ambulance if necessary
               C. Tina advised they have 5 active responders.  Additional candidates would need to go through a training program at their own expense and reimbursement would occur after three years of service responding.

 4.4 Emergency Management
 4.5 Assessing Agent


5.0     Scheduled Business
             5.1 Supplemental Tax Bills recommended for the following:
                        1. Map R9, Lot 70A, $4,292.82.  Assessing had not been done on a new building.  Motion to approve by Mark Russell, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz, Vote 3-0.
                        2.  Map R12, Lot 26, Tree Growth Penalty, $189.00. Motion to approve by George Thomson, seconded by Mark Russell, Vote, 3 - 0.
                        3. Map R11 Lot 42H, $1,273.32, building missed.  Motion to approve by George Thomson, seconded by Mark Russell, Vote, 3 - 0.

             5.2 Chairman Thomson welcomed Boy Scout Troop 698 to our meeting.  He described the process used for conducting the business of the Board and encouraged active participation in the affairs of the community to better understand and appreciate it.  Litchfield has a high percentage of successful Eagle Scouts, many who have done projects benefiting the town.  He expressed appreciation for those and future efforts by the Scouts.  He also thanked the Scout Masters and parents for supporting the Scouts’ efforts.  The Scouts are given great opportunities to learn and serve in the program.

            5.3 The Board entered Executive Session under 1 M.R.S.A. §405 (6)(F) R14-015 General Assistance Case 402 at 7:50 PM and exited it at 8:21 PM.

6.0     Unscheduled Business
7.0     Legal
8.0     Appointments and Resignations
9.0     Warrants
          9.1 Town Voucher #10 for $42,263.25, approved on a motion by George Thomson, seconded by Mark Russell and voted 3 - 0.
          9.2 Town Payroll #10 for $13,071.16, approved on a motion by George Thomson, seconded by Mark Russell and voted 3 - 0.

10.     Other Business
11.0    Selectmen/Public Discussion/ Communication
12.0    Future Agenda Item
13.0    Adjournment at 8:36 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rayna Leibowitz

Board of Selectmen
Town of Litchfield
1

