          Minutes of the Selectmen’s Meeting
August 27, 2013
Final


1.0     Chair, George Thomson convened the meeting at 6:30 PM, in the Shorey History Center.  Pledge to flag.
 Selectmen present: George Thomson, Mark Russell and Rayna Leibowitz.
 Staff present: Trudy Lamoreau, Acting Town Manager, Steve Ochmanski, CEO and Plumbing Inspector,
 Guests present: Richard Lane, David Larrabee, Rachel Sukeforth, William Quackenbush, Pat Soboleski

2.0     George Thomson moved and Mark Russell seconded to approve the minutes of August 13, 2013, submitted by Rayna Leibowitz, with no corrections.  Vote, 3 - 0.  A final and approved copy will be provided to the Clerk.

4.1     The Acting Town Manager reported
        (a) New Mills Dam: Trudy has talked with the Gardiner City Manager.  He will check with their Public Works about clearing debris.  (George reported he did not see any when he looked following the Aug. 13 meeting.)  The City Manager has agreed to be the point of contact for the Dam issues.  Trudy tried to contact the Richmond Town Manager but she was out of the office. Tony Fletcher’s inspection is scheduled for Oct 2.
        (b) Arnold St Clair Trapping for beavers in the Town Pit: Trudy has verified that he is licensed by IF&W and has insurance.  While these beavers are in the Town Pit now, they may relocate and create a nuisance situation for another location.  It was the consensus of the Board to allow it.
        (c) Tom Taylor was tested on various pieces of equipment and has joined the PW crew as a temporary hire.  He has a CDL already.   Ron had a medical procedure and may require another in two weeks.  He left a list of things for Tom and Chuck to work on in his absence.
        (d) A resident has asked permission to hold a yard sale in the Town Office yard during Litchfield Fair weekend.  After discussion it was decided to not allow it because of potential exposure to liability issues.
        (e) MMA Convention, Oct 2 and 3 in Augusta: Discussion of who should and could attend was held.  Trudy will register those who will be going.
        (f) Paving: Larry Morin has advised Pike Industries expects to begin 9/3.
        (g) Trudy reported Lezley went to assessing school earlier this month at her own expense.  Trudy approved her going without using vacation time as her knowledge would be used in the office, since Trudy has other priorities.  Lezley has taken the 8 hour test but has not yet received the results.
        (h) Trudy reported checking with the Kennebec County Probate Court regarding the appointment of a Personal Representative for the MacInnis Estate.  This issue is not yet resolved.

4.2     Code Enforcement Officer/ Plumbing Inspector
        (a) The Permit Log for July shows 12 permits were issued with owner-specified values of $113,200.
        (b) The proposals received regarding insulation for the Town Office roof along with the roofing proposals were reviewed by Selectmen before a final decision tonight.  After discussion of options and proposals, it was moved by Mark Russell, seconded by George Thomson to authorize the Town Manager, in consultation with the CEO to enter into contracts for metal roofs on the Old Town House and Town Office Building for 24 gauge standing seam roofs with All Seasons of Augusta  and Seal-It of Topsham. The Town Manager will keep the Selectmen informed of contract progress and details.  Discussion included funding levels for the roof and insulation capped at $30,000 as voted at the Town Meeting, but replacement of sheathing might need to come from operating funds as a maintenance expense.  Vote, 3-0.
        (c) A letter of interest has been received from Lorimer (Skip) Trafton to be appointed to the Planning Board.  A motion was made by Mark Russell, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz to appoint him.  Vote, 3 - 0.
        (d) Bob Giles, Contractor for CMP advised Steve that natural resource restorations along CMP’s power routes through Litchfield would be completed this fall.
        (e) Buckeye’s Pipeline Repairs in Cobbossee Stream: No notification of work schedules has been received.  Steve will continue to monitor.

4.5     Assessing Agent
        (a) Trudy reported Ellery is on task for preparing to develop the figures for the tax commitment.  We will hold a workshop, tentatively scheduled for Thursday, Sept 5 if Ellery is ready.  Trudy will check payment dates for the big amounts we are obligated to pay to ensure an adequate cash flow is planned.

4.6     Public Works
        (a) This topic will no longer be a separate agenda item.  The Acting Road Commissioner and/or Acting Town Manager will report on any issues unless the Foreman specifically requests to be on the agenda.
        (b) The pile of hot top left in the parking area at Purgatory will be picked up by MDOT.  Trudy has spoken with them about it.

5.1     David Larrabee
        (a)  Proposals for Soldier’s Monument Tree Removal - David requested bids to remove 2 trees and grind the stumps from 7 tree companies.  He got 3 quotes: Hickey’s for $1300, Webster’s for $1200 and Greenleaf Woods for $800.  If Greenleaf Woods has appropriate insurance, his bid will be accepted, if not, the bid from Webster’s will be accepted on a motion by Mark Russell, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3 - 0.  David will clean up the grindings and he advised that the Town will need to provide some loam for the areas.
        (b) Boundary Questions for Map 04, Lot 24: the abutting owner to the south, David Bushey of Lewiston, has advised of an error in locating the boundary.  He will bring documentation in on Thursday, but Robin Redmond, the surveyor, cannot attend that date.  Trudy and Ellery will meet with Mr Bushey and relay the information to Robin.  The Town Manager was asked to limit Ellery’s time commitment to this issue, as this is not an assessors issue.
5.2     Litchfield Senior Center Activities
        (a) Pat Soboleski, Co-Director of the Senior Center advised of plans to host a Variety Show on October 5 to benefit a fund to purchase a multi-passenger vehicle for the Center.  Sponsors will be solicited for the event to be held at the Libby-Tozier School at 1:00 PM in the afternoon.

5.3     Changing Date of Selectboard Meetings
        (a) Discussion was held and a motion was made to change the meetings to the second and fourth Mondays of each month commencing November 11th by Mark Russell, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted, 3 - 0.

8.1     Appointment of Lina A. Fontes to the Senior Advisory Committee for a 3 year period  on a motion by Mark Russell, seconded by George Thomson. Vote 3-0.
8.2     Appointment of C. Russell Thayer as alternate to the Senior Advisory Committee for a 3 year period  on a motion by Mark Russell, seconded by George Thomson. Vote 3-0.  This corrects the appointment made in error at the previous meeting.

9.1     Warrants: Town Voucher #4 for $38,614.04.  A motion to sign was made by Mark Russell, seconded by George Thomson. Vote 3-0.
9.2     Town Payroll #4 for $14,540.19. A motion to sign was made by Mark Russell, seconded by George Thomson. Vote 3-0.
10.1    Special Taxation Rate for Conserved Lands?
        (a) Mark advised a representative from the Maine Dept of Agriculture could provide information about some recent laws that have been enacted for this and for Senior Citizens who provide community services.  Reference an article in the Maine Townsman from this spring about it as well.

10.2    Street Lighting
        (a) The light at the Plains is out again.  It should be removed from the Town’s expenses if it is paid for by the town.  Trudy will check with the neighboring property owner.
        (b) There appears to be no list or mapping of the street lights the town pays for.  This might need to be a project done for further assessment.

12.0    Future Agenda Items:

13.0    Meeting adjourned at 8:32 PM.

Respectfully submitted


Rayna Leibowitz


Board of Selectpersons


