Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes

September 10, 2013

Draft


1.0    Convened at 6:30 PM; Pledge to Flag

Selectmen Present: George Thomson, Mark Russell, Rayna Leibowitz
Staff Present: Trudy Lamoreau, Acting Town Manager, Elaine Carpenter, Transfer                       Station Attendant
Guests Present: Gerald Fournier

2.0     Minutes of August 27, 2013 meeting submitted for final approval

          2.1 A Motion was made by Rayna Leibowitz, seconded by Mark Russell to accept the minutes as drafted and revised by Mark and George. Vote, 3-0. A copy will be provided to the Clerk.

3.0     Agenda Adjustments
  3.1 Abatements Recommended
  3.2 Supplemental Recommended
  3.3 Executive Session

4.0     Reports and Correspondence

           4.1 Acting Town Manager

(A) PWD is putting winter sand in.  The Read Screen continues to work     well.

(B) Buker Road paving: done, with the aprons to be done in two weeks when settling has occurred.  Trudy received some calls from residents about the edges of tar at their driveways, and they have now been taken care of.  Several calls came in about the paving over the Monmouth town line.  Monmouth had contracted with Pike to do it as they were right there and they are paying for their own side of the hill.  It was noted the pavement narrows just over the brow of the hill at the top of Buker Road and there is a dropoff of several inches.  A Pavement Narrows sign should go up and gravel put in the low spots to avoid a potential hazard.

(C) Dead River Road is done.

(D) Huntington Hill Road to be done next week.

(E) Lezley Sturtevant and Deb Campbell are at the Elections Workshop at Sunday River.

(F) There are beavers creating issues on the Dead River Road.  The PWD crew is responding every couple of days to remove damming in the culvert.  Arnold St Clair has been approved by IF&W to trap them out of season.  They will send Trudy written authorization.

(G) Bear have been seen and reported behind the Plains Cemetery, in the vicinity of the Wentzell Road, the Maxwell Road and on Oak Hill.  George advised his research has indicated they will roam in a four day loop and cover several miles looking for food.  Trudy will include suggestions in the Sodalite to remove bird feeders, not feed dogs and cats outside and secure dumpsters.  If food sources disappear, the bear are expected to move on.

4.2 Code Officer/Plumbing Inspector/Acting Road Commissioner

4.3 Fire and Rescue

4.4 Emergency Management

4.5 Assessing Agent

5.0     Scheduled Business

5.1 Elaine Carpenter - Possible new vendor for Transfer Station: Elaine received a proposal for handling recyclable cardboard from Kevin Smith of Richmond.  The proposal would save Litchfield about $100 a month.  Elaine was directed to contact Almighty Waste to see if they would match Kevin’s proposal to retain us as a customer.  If not, the Acting Town Manager was authorized to enter a 1 year contract with Kevin Smith on a motion by Mark Russell, seconded by George Thomson, vote 3-0.  An article in the Sodalite will be drafted to encourage recycling as a positive step folks can take to reduce taxes and flattening cardboard, cans and plastic will help reduce costs to haul the recyclables away because the frequency will be lessened.

5.2 Gerald Fournier - re: Town owned land off the Lunts Hill Road: Mr. Fournier owns property on Penney Lane and is requesting approval to lease a lot to park his motor home and trailer on, as he doesn’t have space on his lot for them.  Discussion was held, maps and photos were reviewed.  The proposal appears to be consistent with leases in that area with two other property owners.  The Acting Town Manager was directed to draw up a lease, consistent with others and have it ready for Sept. 24.
5.3 Vote on Tax Commitment: The Tax Commitment Form was presented by the Acting Town Manager.  This represents a .20 mil increase, very modest considering the school budget and other factors.  A motion was made to accept this rate on a motion by George Thomson, seconded by Mark Russell and voted, 3 - 0.    A motion by Mark Russell, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted, 3 - 0, to authorize signing the papers outside the Board of Selectmen’s meeting.

5.4 Roof Projects: The proposals previously accepted, upon closer inspection, were found to not have included additional required work so the final costs would have been higher than expected and well above another proposal.  Mr. Bower, of Bower Builders and Spray Foam of Maine, confirmed his proposal included all work that would be necessary, so was the lower bid.  A motion was made by Mark Russell, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted, 3 - 0, to authorize the Acting Town Manager to enter a contract with Bower Builders and Spray Foam of Maine.
6.0     Unscheduled Business

6.1 Abatements: Map 6 Lot 12, the owner’s name was incorrect on the Town’s records.  The amount of $160.93 was abated on a motion by Mark Russell, seconded by George Thomson and voted, 3 - 0.
6.2 Map 3 Lot 73, the amount of $51.93 was abated on a motion by Mark Russell, seconded       by Rayna Leibowitz, voted 3 - 0.

6.3 Supplemental: A supplemental bill will be issued to the correct owner for Map 6 Lot 12, in an equal amount as abated in 6.1 above on a motion by Mark Russell, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted, 3 - 0.
6.4 A motion to go into Executive Session in accordance with 1 MRSA SS 405 (6) (A) by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted, 3 - 0 at 7:45 PM and ending at 8:17 PM.
7.0     Legal
8.0     Appointments and Resignations
9.0     Warrants

 9.1 Town Voucher #5 in the amount of $317,680.42

 9.2 Town Payroll #5 in the amount of $12,455.13
10.0    Other Business

10.1 MMA Conference confirmations: George will attend Day 1 and 2.  Rayna will attend day 2.  A motion was made by Mark Russell, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz appointing George as primary delegate and Rayna as alternate delegate, vote 3 - 0.  Trudy will complete the registrations.
11.0    Selectmen/Public Discussion/ Communication
12.0    Future Agenda Item
13.0    Adjournment at 8:20 PM


    Respectfully Submitted:



    Rayna Leibowitz

    Board of Selectmen
