                                                  Minutes of the Selectmen’s Meeting                As amended at the        May 14, 2013                            May 28, 2013 meeting.
1.0 Meeting convened by Chair Rayna Leibowitz at 6:30PM.  Pledge to flag.

Selectmen present: Rayna Leibowitz, George Thomson, and Mark Russell

Staff present: Michael G Byron, Town Manager, and Ellery Bane, Assessors Agent

Guests present:   
 Judith Bourget

Pat Soboleski

Bruce Doyle

Charlie Manchester
Rodney Allen

Denis G Giard

David Blocher

Elton Wade

Beth Ashcroft

2.0 Mark Russell moved/George Thomson seconded (passed 3-0) to approve the April 23, 2013 minutes amended as follows:

(a) Add: 4.1 (d) Ed Dube, a member of the P.W.D, has volunteered to be dam keeper Terry Averill’s “backup” dam keeper.  Also, the Public Works crew has pulled the rocks back on to the bank on the impoundment side of the dam.
(b) 4.6 (b)(iii) should read 510’ (not 510”).
4.1 Town Manager Reported that:
(a) Last Friday (May 10th), the Town Office carpets were “deep” cleaned.

(b) The clutch is not working on the sand and gravel pit screen.

4.5 Assessing Agent Ellery Bane.

(a) Recommended the following tax abatements, all of which were based on assessing errors:
Applicant


Map/Lot
Amount
Vote



(i)
Tom Stracuzza


R13/033
$494.06

MR/GT (3-0)


(ii)
Franklin Lane*


R02/018
$800.06

MR/RL (3-0)



(iii)
Leroy Smart*


U19/016A
$339.54

GT/MR (3-0)


(iv)
Richard & Karen Taylor

U19/008A
$257.68

GT/MR (3-0)


*filed a written abatement request

(b)
After review, the Board of Assessors signed Litchfield’s “2013 Ratio Declaration & Reimbursement Application.” (see Attachment #1).
5.5
(Note: This item was taken out of order)


(a)
Chair Rayna Leibowitz opened the following cemetery mowing bids:




Contractor

Amount
Adjustment


Net


(i)
Greenwoods

$1775.16
<$350.00>-Wood. Park

$1,425.00


(ii)
Eaton Lawn Care
$551.00

-0-



$551.00


(iii)
Littlefield & Sons
$520.00

<$45.00> Wood. Park









$20.00 Museum*

$495.00



(iv)
Giard’s Lawncare
$835.00

<$150.00> Wood. Park

$685.00

*Manager later contacted Matt Littlefield for this quote on the Old Town House Museum (which had been omitted from his bid).
(b)
Mark Russell moved/George Thomson seconded (passed 3-0) to authorize the Manager to sign the low bid contract based upon:

(i)
Contacting Littlefield & Sons for a quote on the Old Town House Museum


(ii)
Per Board policy, deducting 10% from the Litchfield contractor’s (Eaton Lawn Care) bid.

5.3 (Note: this item was taken out of order).

(a) Co-chair Beth Ashcroft reviewed the remaining steps to be taken to “finalize” the 2013 Comp. Plan Update, which includes receiving both citizens’ input at tomorrow evening’s (May 15th) Public Hearing, as well as a review by the State as to the Plan’s compliance with Maine’s Growth Management Act.

(b) Board consensus to defer making a “ought to pass” recommendation until the June 15th Town Meeting, when the “final” plan will be available.

5.4 George Thomson moved/Mark Russell seconded (passed 3-0) to sign CMP’s Oak Hill Road pole permit.

5.1 (Note: this item was taken out of order).

(a) The Board and the Budget Committee reviewed the F.Y. ’14 “detailed” municipal budget.  The Board adjusted 5 of the 32 “departmental” budgets as follows:
Department    

As Proposed

As Adjusted


(1)
Administration

$249,955

$247,555




Adjs. Town Manager
$ 60,000

$ 58,500




         CEO

$ 42,500

$ 41,600



(2)
Legal


$ 15,000

$ 10,000



(3)
Town Office

$ 12,765

$ 13,165




Adj. Added $400.00 for annual carpet cleaning



(4)
Special Projects

$ 20,000

$ 30,000




Adj. Increase for replacement of the Town Office and Old Town House Museum roofs.



(5)
Public Service Agencies
$ 22,002

$ 21,037
(b)
The Board’s votes on each of the 32 departments are noted on Attachment #2 which reflects a proposed F.Y. ’14 municipal budget of $1,346,411, which is $22,424, or 1.7%, higher than this year’s appropriation.

(c)
Note that, after the Board vote, the Budget Committee adjourned to the front office to determine their budget recommendations.
5.2
Mark Russell moved/George Thomson seconded (passed 3-0) to sign the Town Warrant, as amended in section 5.1 (a) above.


Mark Russell moved/George Thomson seconded (passed 3-0) to approve/sign:

9.1 Town Voucher #21 for $297,136.02.

9.2 The Town Payroll was not available tonight.

10.0 Other Business

(a) Board consensus to R.F.P. for the June 30, 2014 audit.

(b) The Budget Committee recommended that the 5 year C.I.P.s continue to be developed for the Fire Department, Public Works and other Town facilities.
13.0 Meeting adjourned at 10:15 PM.

Note: From 10:15-10:45 PM, the Manager joined the Budget Committee in the front office.  After deliberation, the committee voted to recommend the Board’s F.Y. ’14 Municipal budget, as amended.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael G Byron

Secretary 
