


Town of Litchfield
Board of Selectmen
May 27, 2014
Final Minutes


1.0 Convened at 6:30 PM on Tuesday as Monday had been Memorial Day; Pledge to Flag: 
Selectmen Present: George Thomson, Chairman, Mark Russell, Rayna Leibowitz.  
Staff Present: Trudy Lamoreau, Town Manager.
 Guests Present: Richard Lane, Elton Wade, Pat Soboleski, Clarence Gowell, Sr.

2.0     Minutes of May 12, 2014 meeting submitted for final approval. A motion to approve as corrected was made by Mark Russell, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3 - 0.

3.0     Agenda Adjustments
4.0     Reports and Correspondence
        4.1 Town Manager
                A. There were issues with water on Sunday at the Town Office and Fire Station.  Bob Kenney was called and he replaced a pressure switch, correcting the problem.
                B. Carmen Douglas has been hired for part time work to fill in with absences due to medical issues or vacation, as summer approaches.  She will work 15 hours a week.  Her first day is 5/27/14.
                C. Public Works has a vacancy with Tom Taylor leaving to work with his brother.  Interviews are expected to be conducted this week.
                D. Ron Ridley, the Public Works Foreman has completed Supervisor Training last week.
                E. Several dead pigs were disposed of on the Gustin Road.  Public Works employees, the Animal Control Officer and Code Enforcement Officer removed them to Campbell’s Compost.  It was a very unpleasant task.
        4.2 Code Officer/Plumbing Inspector/Acting Road Commissioner
        4.3 Fire and Rescue
        4.4 Emergency Management
        4.5 Assessing Agent
                A. The form to be submitted to the state for Homestead Exemption reimbursement was approved and signed on a motion by Rayna Leibowitz, seconded by Mark Russell and voted 3 - 0.
                B. An Assessors Workshop was held last week to discuss a matter relating to assessing errors over a long period of time that are too old for abatement consideration.  It was decided to write off $663.61 in uncollected taxes on Map 03, Lot 105I.  The Tax Cards have been corrected and future tax charges will be correct.  A motion to approve this action was made by Mark Russell, seconded by George Thomson and voted 3 - 0.

5.0     Scheduled Business
        5.1 Clarence Gowell Sr. wanted to discuss the tires on the property on the Plains Road that his son, Rick, has purchased.  Many, but not all, of the tires had come from the Transfer Station at the request of the previous property owner to use as vegetable growing planters for melons and crops not usually suitable for Maine gardens.  The property was foreclosed by the lending institution and Rick Gowell purchased it from that institution.  The bank had commented that they planned to remove the tires before the sale, but apparently did not do it.  Trudy advised she understood the Transfer Station Attendant had offered to see if the party that took the tires from the Transfer Station would offer a bargain to Rick at the same time.  Our Tire pile is normally removed about this time each year.  The issue has been discussed on several occasions and Mr. Gowell was invited to review meeting minutes if desired.
        5.2 Gardiner Ambulance Contract - A contract has been presented for $25,841.39 for one year, without Dresden being on the list of members.  Dresden is taking the issue to their residents at Town Meeting on June 14th.  If approved, our rate (and other members’) will be lowered.  The amount of $26,000 has been included on our budget.  If actual costs are lower than the approved budget amount, the surplus will go into the Undesignated Fund.  A motion to approve and sign the contract was made by George Thomson, seconded by Rayna Leibowitz and voted 3- 0.
        5.3 RSU #4, Budget Validation Referendum - A motion was made by Mark Russell, seconded by George Thomson to approve the warrant so the meeting on June 4 can be held.  Vote 3 - 0.

6.0     Unscheduled Business
7.0     Legal
8.0     Appointments and Resignations
9.0     Warrants
        9.1 Town Voucher #22 for $ $60,759.62 was approved on a motion by George Thomson, seconded by Mark Russell and voted 3 - 0.
        9.2 Town Payroll #23 for $12,865.44 was approved on a motion by George Thomson, seconded by Mark Russell and voted 3 - 0.
10.     Other Business
11.0    Selectmen/Public Discussion/ Communication
        11.1    Trudy will call Tony Maschiadri regarding the stones at the True Cemetery
12.0    Future Agenda Items
        12.1 D. Blocher Property
        12.2 Street Lights
        12.3 Dangerous Intersections - No contact from David Allen.  A sign at the top of Ring Hill designating a curve together with the intersecting roads plus caution arrows on the right side of the curve (driving east) would be helpful to those unfamiliar with the road.  There have been several accidents and near accidents because of the limited visibility of the curve over the brow of the hill.
        12.4 Sale of Foreclosed Properties - Close to completing the physical posting of Foreclosure Notices on the affected properties.
        12.5 Cemeteries Mowing Bids
        12.6 Roadside Trimming Standards Developed

13.0    Adjournment at 7:50 PM

Respectfully Submitted,

Rayna Leibowitz
Board of Selectmen
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