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Town of Litchfield 
Planning Board Minutes 

Thursday, December 4, 2014 
 
Location:    Town Office 
 
Attendance (Members): Daniel Craft (Chairman), Paul Hempstead (Vice Chairman), Michael 

Seaman, Joe Campbell 
 
Attendance (Alternates): Jeff Flaherty 
 
 
Attendance (Nonmembers): Steve Ochmanski (Code Enforcement Officer), Deborah M. Campbell 

(Secretary), Travis Letellier (Agent for Applicant), Judy Rogers, George 
Rogers, William “Bill” Monagle 

     (Audience attendance sheet attached.) 
 
Excused Absences:  Judy Bishop, Lorimar “Skip” Trafton 
    
Nonexcused Absence: None 
 
Item 1:  Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Daniel (Dan) Craft at 5:35 p.m. at the Litchfield 
Town Office. 

 
Item 2:  Consideration of Minutes 
 
 2.1  November 6, 2014 Minutes 

A draft of the minutes was included in the current meeting’s email notice emailed to the 
board members. 

 
A hard copy of the minutes was distributed at the current meeting. 

 
The following corrections were noted for the minutes: 

 
p. 3, paragraph 6, line 4:  Change “…Travis said are….” to “…Travis said there are two.  
One on the north side drains all of the parking lot; and one on the south side drains 
from the roof and drains to the buffer….” 
  
p. 7, paragraph 6, line 7: Change “…will get a second…” to “...will need a second…” 

 
MOTION: A Motion was made by Joe to accept the November 6, 2014 minutes as 

corrected. Mike seconded the Motion. 
 

DISCUSSION:  None. VOTE:  4-0-0 
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Item 3: Agenda Additions/Adjustments 

 3.1 There were no agenda additions/adjustments. 

Item 4:  Scheduled Business 
 4.1  Review of the Application for a New Retail Building 
   Located: Southwest corner of Lewiston Road and Hallowell Road 
      Litchfield, ME, 04350 
  Map U16, Lot 002 
  Applicant: Litchfield DMEP X, LLC 
  Represented by: Travis Letellier 
     Northeast Civil Solutions, Inc. 
     153 US Rt. 1 
     Scarborough, ME, 04074 
 

Dan referred to bulleted list on p. 9 of the November 6, 2014 minutes as being the items 

needing review.  That bulleted list (11 items) is included below: 

 A copy of the DEP HHE 200 permit application 

 $1,000 to be placed in escrow for Jim Coffin 

 Letter from area well driller 

 Letter from State Fire Marshall addressing the need for a fire suppression system 

 Obtain third-party opinion on the traffic study taking into consideration the current 

entrance placement and additional funds to be placed in escrow for payment for this 

opinion 

 Preservation letter from Litchfield Commission 

 Copy of Permit and test results on water prior to opening 

 Discussed with Rogers.  Mike:  Says you review items.  SO:  We need something says 

that does or does not apply. 

 Review location of entrance as it relates to sections 10.B.1.C and D 

 Updated application 

 Updated site plan 
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Mike asked whether the packet that Travis brought to this meeting included information 

that was needed from the November 6, 2014 meeting.  He noted there is no peer review 

of the Stormwater Plan in the packet.  He stressed that everything noted at the meeting 

needed to be in the packet.   

NOTE:  The list of items included with the packet notes the following 10 items: 

 Updated Project Narrative 

 Letter from area well driller 

 Letter from Cobbossee Watershed District, Bill Monagle 

 HHE 200 Form and Application 

o Show updated location of septic field on plans, see sheet 5 of 12 

 Updated Right, Title or Interest Documentation 

 Letter from State Fire Marshall indicating that no fire suppression system is required 

o Email from State Fire Marshal 

o Email from Stan Labbe 

 Preservation letter from Litchfield Historic Commission 

 Entrance Permit Distance Confirmation 168 feet is measured to the CL of the 

entrance location. 

o Talked with George Eastman, DOT Site Reviewer for the permit, and he 

confirmed that it was from CL of entrance to CL of Rt 126 

 Copy of Permit and Test Results on water prior to opening 

o Copy of permit application and email from Inspector 

o Next step in process is for the reviewer to meet on site with the contractor 

and well driller 

 Site Plan Updates/Changes 

o See revised Plan Set 

Paul asked if there were two peer reviews—one for the Stormwater Plan and one for 

the Traffic Study.  Travis said there were.  Mike noted that the Board makes the request, 

and the reviews are returned to the Board.  Steve added that he is waiting for the $500 

check that is needed.  He noted that Jim Coffin can do the review.  Steve will send 

everything out.  Dan asked if this was acceptable to Mike, and Mike said it was. 

Dan asked if the DEP application copy had been received.  Steve pointed out two copies 

on the table.  Dan asked if the receipt was included.  Travis responded that he has the 

UPS receipt, and he will have it at the next meeting.  Mike noted they will send Steve 

confirmation that they have it. 

Dan noted the HHE 200 permit is in the packet.  He noted the Fill Estimation Worksheet.  

Steve added they had used Albert Frick Associates, Inc. 
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Dan asked about the in-ground drainage tiles, and how they would determine their 

locations.  Travis responded there was nothing available yet.  He planned to review the 

minutes approved tonight. 

Dan noted the $1,000 check that is to be placed in escrow for Jim Coffin.  He noted this 

had been received according to Steve, and Steve is waiting for the additional $500 

check.  Travis indicated he will get that $500 check. 

Dan asked about the well driller letter.  Travis responded that it is in the packet. 

Steve indicated he has an email from the Maine Drinking Water Program indicating that 

because of the water fountains, they will need a permit.  Travis responded that the 

application and an email from the reviewer are in the packet.  It was pointed out that 

the email from Scott Whitney is the start of this. 

Note:  Jeff arrived at 5:50 p.m. 

Dan noted the letter needed from the State Fire Marshall, and indicated the emails from 

the State Fire Marshall and Stan Labbe that nothing is needed are in the packet. 

Dan noted the Traffic Survey and the need for a third party review.  Due to the change in 

the entrance location, the Board wanted to be sure that the review of the Traffic Survey 

included the new information about the entrance location (168 feet instead of 175 feet 

[from the center line of Rt. 126 to the center of the entrance location]).  Travis stated he 

had talked to the traffic assessor, and the difference does not mean anything.  Mike 

stated the Board needs a letter stating that the new entrance location (reduced from 

175 feet to 168 feet) does not have an impact.  The data that goes to them for the 

review must be the most recent information.  

Dan asked if the letter from the Litchfield Preservation Commission is in the packet, and 

Travis said it was.  Steve added that George Rogers had also sent him a copy. 

Dan asked whether the copy of the permit and the test results on water prior to opening 

can be a condition on the permit.  Steve agreed, and added it was like the Stormwater 

Plan.  He added that the State will be very involved once drilling starts.  Travis added the 

information about the distance (300-1,000 feet) of the gasoline tanks from the site. 

Dan asked everyone to read the letter from the Litchfield Preservation Commission, and 

noted the historical significance of the area.  He asked if there were any comments, and 

Mike responded that in the Land Use Ordinance, the only thing the Board has is it must 

conform to all other ordinances.  Travis noted there was a possibility to upgrade the 

facade to clapboard instead of rock face.  He was not sure if that was the plan now or 

not.  Steve noted that the Board cannot require it, but can suggest it.  Mike agreed that 

any good will is better than none.  He stressed that the town is interested in that area 

because of it age.  He added that Travis can speak with the Commission for additional 
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information.  George noted that signage is important, and that there are things that 

might help it blend in with the area.  Travis indicated that they were looking at more of 

a ground-based sign.  He noted the 14-foot limit the town has.  He added that the sign 

can be ground-based.  Mike agreed with George.  Travis said he will ask about the sign.  

Judy added that this would help it fit in the area better.  She felt it could make a 

difference on how people think about the store.  Travis said the client will try to do that.  

Dan asked if Travis can send information about this, and Travis indicated he would.  

Mike asked if the public could view it, and Steve responded they can.  Travis said he will 

send a picture.   

Dan pointed out the updated right, title or interest documentation indicated in the 

packet.  Travis indicated that the Litchfield DMEP X, LLC is now a registered company.  

Travis noted the Assignment of Real Estate Purchase Contract from Franklin Land 

Associates, L.L.C. to Litchfield DMEPX, LLC. in the packet. 

Dan noted that Travis had stated that the leach field will be under the parking lot.  He 

noticed the wording had changed for this.  Travis added that it was also reflected on the 

plan now.  Dan noted the plan shows a “pit” also.  Travis agreed. 

Dan introduced Bill Monagle who will be providing the outstanding letter from 

Cobbossee Watershed District. 

Bill indicated he is in the process of preparing a letter for the Planning Board.  He 

wanted to explain about the area around the current ATM and why it cannot be 

considered as a credit as a mitigating source for phosphorus export.  He also noted the 

applicant is not able to meet the phosphorus requirement for Woodbury Pond.  There 

would be a fee for the amount they cannot mitigate toward Woodbury Pond.  When he 

was reviewing this he noted the ATM is not in the watershed.  It goes under the road 

and does not go to Woodbury Pond.  Bill’s question to the Board was how does the 

Board feel about compensation fees?  He noted this project is not a subdivision, as he 

recalled the Glen Dube project.  He recalled that the Planning Board was not keen about 

considering fees, and Woodbury Ridge had to meet the standard.  He noted that the 

language in the Land Use Ordinance does not specify that you can pay the fee.  The fee 

is $675.  It should be paid, and go to Cobbossee Watershed District.  He is one of the 

administrators.  He would have to create a bank account.  The fee can be used 

anywhere on Woodbury Pond Watershed. 

Mike recalled that in the Glen Dube project, it was a direct export, and the Land Use 

Ordinance has a zero budget for export.  Also, Bill cannot guarantee that the fee would 

be used in Litchfield.  At that time, the Planning Board had problem with that.  Bill 

recalled the conversations.  He also added that the use of the fee would still benefit 

Litchfield.  Bill added that for the Dube project there was no fee, and they had to meet 

the requirement. 
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Mike noted that p. 24 dealt with stormwater control.  Section M discusses phosphorus 

control. 

Bill said that DEP will charge a fee and decide where it goes.  After this, they will remove 

Woodbury Pond from the list.  There are not many problems in the Woodbury Pond 

Watershed. 

Bill added that now the application is eligible to pay the fee.  He added that this project 

will not destroy Woodbury Pond.  He concluded that no letter would be provided 

tonight since the situation is still in flux.  He also suggested the Board may want to 

revisit this issue in the ordinance. 

Mike asked whether there was any decision on the Stormwater Plan.  Steve responded 

that can be a condition.  You can approve the project with that condition. 

Mike asked if anyone had any other questions. 

Steve noted the plan needs a third party review.  The information will be turned over to 

Jim Coffin the first of the week.  He is awaiting the $500 check from Travis. 

Dan asked if there were any other questions for Bill.  There were none.  Bill left the 

meeting at 6:35 p.m. 

Dan asked if there were any additional questions from Travis.  Steve asked if there were 

any questions for Travis. 

Dan reminded Travis about providing a picture of the proposed sign. 

Steve asked Travis to provide a complete binder for the town’s files. 

Item 5:  Unscheduled Business 
 

There was not unscheduled business. 

Item 6:  Future Agenda Items 
The next meeting is planned for Thursday, January 8, 2015. 

Item 7:  Adjourn Meeting 
 

MOTION: A Motion was made by Joe and seconded by Mike to adjourn.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 

 DISCUSSION:  None.  VOTE:  4-0-0 


