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Town of Litchfield
Planning Board Meeting Minutes
Thursday, February 4th, 2016

Location:	Litchfield Town Office
Present:	Paul Hempstead (Chair), Michael (Mike) Seaman (Vice Chair), Lorimar (Skip) Trafton, Steve Ochmanski (Code Enforcement Officer), Carman Douglas (Secretary)

Non excused Absence:		Joe Campbell 
Excused Absence: 			Dan Craft 

General Public Audience:	Michael F. Gotto, Sean Lahey, Matthew Cheche (President, Litchfield Snowmobiler’s Club), Dan Field (Trail Master, Litchfield Snowmobiler’s Club) Tim Lachapelle, Jean Lahey, Rick Michaud, Wendy Michaud
	
Item 1:  Call to Order
	The meeting was called to order by Paul at 5:38 p.m.

Item 2:  Consideration of Minutes
	Moved to amend and accept minutes as written of January 7th.  
DISCUSSION:  None
VOTE: 3-0
	
Item 3:  Agenda Additions/Adjustments
	3.1 Board member attendance and membership status
	Paul asked that member Joe Campbell’s attendance and membership status be added as Item 5.1. as well as Dan Craft’s excused absence.

Item 4.1 Woodbury Pond Development, LLC project
	Steve Ochmanski passed out letters and preliminary plan addition. Letters submitted from Dionne 	and Couturier LLC Law firm and Doris Lahey. 
	Mike Gotto passed out an additional map to be added. 
	Items that were asked to be submitted: # 1E, 2- verification of transfer of ownership to WPLD from 	Doris Lahey.  #F-13- elevation of Flood Zone verification, Legend Added.  #19- verification for lot 5, 	showed correct well location. #23- revised phosphors control plan-would like a third party to verify 	requirements met.  	#26- Letter from Fire Chief, (letter attached). #30 no waiver for proposed 		paved road for town acceptance, (budget attached) will we need an engineer to sign off on road?  
	DISCUSSION:  On the town road ordnance Mike Gotto passed out a map about snowmobile trail recommendation, he met with the snowmobile club and discussed his client’s concerns about the marketability after the extensive cost and had discussion on who their market is. He states that the map does not show a trail on his clients land.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	There was discussion about the trail and how it shows on the current snowmobile maps, Mike Gotto states that had his client known before last month about the trail they would not have continued on with the project.
	Matt Cheche said he was grateful for the meeting and that it will be left up to the town if they want the trail to continue. Dan Field stated that the map shows where the trail used to be but the new maps won’t show the trail going across a lake, thus the map not showing the trail now. Rick Michaud stated that it is not a practice to call landowners each year to get permission to snowmobile on the trails in place and that the previous trail master called the landowners as a courtesy only.
	 Tim Lachepelle raised some discussion on how the snowmobile club found out about the trail being discontinued through the subdivision and whether or not the trail was still active. Tim suggested that someone had intentionally called Matt Cheche to make it an issue. Mike Seaman said that they had general discussions and would have to read the ordinance to find out if the trail was still considered active or not. Steve Ochmanski stated that there was a public hearing and it was public and no different than when the public hearing for Dollar General was held. Tim Lachapelle said it was outside of normal planning board meetings and wanted to know how it went from a “no issue” to a major issue. Mike told them the board did not make any decision until after the public hearing last month. Rick Michaud stated that it is not just snowmobiles but also included walking trails, and snowshoeing and skiing and the ordinance is there and was not put there by the snowmobile club. There was discussion on the trails and that there are only 3 trails to the lake and loss of this one would be an obstacle. Dan Field says DEP approval is needed and would be needed to add bridges (which would be needed to move the trail). 
	Shawn Lahey spoke to MSA president and the state does not have regulations on local clubs and that the clubs need to contact landowners and last year the landowner was not contacted. Matt Cheche stated that they have good relations with land owners and have hosted suppers and that he contacts people with issues, usually being resolved, and that a few landowners may get missed. Mike Gotto states that he would not have started this project if he had known about the ordinance. Tim Lachepelle asks if this is setting precedence with landowners to sell their land or work with the snowmobile clubs in the future. Paul said that they need to establish if it is indeed still an active trail and needs to read the ordinance and needs to know if there were agreements with the landowner when the trail was established. Will the closing of this trail affect the network of trails; it is evident that it was an established trail in the past. Will the ordinance say that the trail should still be an active trail from a previous agreement with the landowner and will that, by ordinance, make it enforceable.  Mike Gotto said that Rush Development had a trail also but it was an 80 acre lot not a small one like this, Paul also said that the Rush Development was a comprehensive plan different that an ordinance.
	Mike Seaman said when the ordinance was devolped it was to maintain outdoor activities because there was concern from citizens to maintain open space for outdoor activities. We cannot change the ordinance and it will be a hard decision to make one way or the other but the ordinance was put in place to achieve an objective. After some more discussion on the trail being moved or closed and what the ordinance is for,  Mike Gotto wanted to know if we uphold the ordinance, will it be a permanent right for the snowmobile trail or a yearly agreement with landowners?
	Mike Seaman proposed that they draft a question to find out if an easement for a trail is defendable and wants to know what would make it hold up legally. Can they make it a ruling, could there be something missing in the ordinance and it is so vague that they don’t have the tools to make a decision. He would propose that the planning board call MMA Legal and get advice on interpretation of the ordinance.
	Mike Gotto asked the board if they were ready to make a decision and the board is not comfortable at this time.
	Steve Ochamski asked if everything we have asked Mike Gotto to present is there. The board agreed that he has given us everything we asked of him. Mike Gotto wanted to know his next steps. It was said that we need to make a decision on the trail to continue the review of the plan. Other than the trail issue they (the board) are prepared to move forward. 
	There was some discussion on who would benefit from the ordinance being enforced and what (if any) action Mike Gotto and the home owner could take if the ordinance was enforced.  Mike Seaman was going to draft the letter for MMA and Steve Ochmanski would forward it on.

Item 5.1   Dan Craft needed to be at an engagement and is excused. Motion to move made my Paul, 2nd by Mike.
Voted: 3-0
	Joe Campbell does not want to be on the board any longer, (was not appointed so won’t need a letter to be taken off). He is excused from the board.
	DISCUSSION: We need more people and an alternate

Meeting was adjourned by Paul at 8:00PM
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